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SEVENTY-FIVE YEARS OF
EDUCATION AND SERVICE
BY
FORT HAYS STATE UNIVERSITY
JUNE 23, 1977
HAYS, KANSAS

Welcome to our University. I am extremely happy you are with us for this historic
occasion. We have a full day of activities planned and hope you will participate in as
many of the programs as you can. You will notice that we are proud of what has
been accomplished here these past 75 years. We plan to continue those accomplishments, improve on them if possible.
I am sure that when President William S. Picken and several hundred friends,
students and faculty stood on the parade grounds of old Fort Hays and raised the flag
for the first day of school June 23, 1902, they were ecstatically proud. But I can't
believe they were any more proud than I am today.
Just imagine the importance of what we are commemorating. Fort Hays State
University is 75 years of age and shows no signs of growing older and weaker, just
better. The University has done so much for so many through the years. Many of you
have been close to this institution in one way or another. Some of you have been
vitally involved in this institution. I'm sure all of you are as proud as I am. Please
make yourselves at home and accept my sincere thanks for your being here today.
President G. W. Tomanek

8: 30 A.M. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Registration and Coffee for President Tomanek
Sunset Lounge, Memorial Union
(Endowment Association)

9:30 A.M. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Dedication of D. Andrew Riegel
Animal Science Building
University Farm

10:15 A.M. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Dedication of Time Capsule
Forsyth Library

10:45 A.M. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Dedication - Alumni Association Plaques
Limestone Lounge, Memorial Union

11:15 A.M. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Dedication - President's Portraits
Limestone Lounge, Memorial Union
(Half Century Club)

Noon

Luncheon
Black and Gold Room, Memorial Union

1:30 P.M. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

President's Address
Multi-Media Production
Fort Hays Ballroom, Memorial Union

2:30 P.M. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Reception
Sunset Lounge, Memorial Union
(Faculty Wives)

7:00 P.M. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Second Showing Multi-Media Production
Fort Hays Ballroom, Memorial Union

)
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ANDREW RIEGEL ANIMAL SCIENCE LABORATORY
9:30 A.M. -UNIVERSITY FARM

With the completion of the David Andrew Riegel Animal Science Laboratory
January 1, the first of five phases of the University's farm building program was
finished. Phases two through five are a sow farrowing unit, hay barn, sheep barn and
horse barn. Erection of these buildings depends entirely on when funding becomes
available. The farm does not receive state funds for its operation, although the Kansas
legislature did appropriate $24,000 of the $69,000 this building cost. Contributions
totaled $15,000 and the farm's input was $30,000.
The Riegel Animal Science building will be used as a laboratory for livestock
judging, beef production, swine production, reproduction, and horse care and management classes. In addition, activities such as livestock judging contests and showing and
fitting contests will be held here. Phases one through five of the building program are
directly related to the growth of the agriculture department. In order to keep abreast
of changes in technology and to adequately handle the influx of students, new and
better facilities at the farm are needed. The farm helps give students the practical
application of a commercial operation.
(The Riegel Laboratory is named in honor of the man who guided the efforts of the
farm for 24 years and he was an associate professor of agriculture at FHSU before
retiring in 1971. Riegel holds two degrees from this institution and first joined the
faculty in 1939.)

DONORS
Mr. and Mrs. William
Bannister
Don Bickle
Ferdinand H. Burmeister
Mr. and Mrs, Lee Carey
Mr. Thaine Clark
Mr. and Mrs. Kent Collier
Mr. a nd Mrs. Re x Curtis
Mr. a nd Mrs. Ernest J . Deines
P. F. Felten
Mr. a nd Mrs. V. E . Ga gelma n
Mrs. Elsie Sire Garrett
Mr. a nd Mrs. Pa ul A. Gatsch et
Mr . a nd Mrs. Ru ff Gentry

Theraby Griswould
Mr. and Mrs. W. W. Harris
Mr. and Mrs. Arlie Haymond,
Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Herrman
Steve Hodge
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Hunter
Mr. and Mrs. Iva n Husa
Mr. E. L. Johnson
Rodney Kirchoff
Warren Kraus
Warre n Macy
Mr, and Mrs. Walter
Manteu ffel

Mr. and Mrs. P. R. Stuart
Mr. Albert L. Winkler
Farmers Cooperative
Association
Garvey Texas F o undation
Greensburg Equipment, Inc.
Hays Veterinary Hospital
Professional Association
Plainsmans Supply, Inc,
Quinter Manufacturing
Company
R owh Motor Compa n y

)

(_
DEDICATION -TIME CAPSULE
10:15 A.M. -FORSYTH LIBRARY

In ancient times it was the custom when the foundation stone of a building or a city
was laid to include a human sacrifice beneath it in order to guarantee stability, propitiate the gods, and provide a convenient spirit-guardian who would keep enemies away.
Babylonian kings were fond of interring documents at building sites, and all cultures
have in the past urged that sacred objects be included in the walls of new structures.
The modern era has fortunately tamed and secularized these solemn and sometimes
unnerving practices and evolved instead the interesting custom of burying time capsules
on important occasions.

(

At last Fort Hays State University, to memorialize its Diamond Jubilee, shares in
this custom; no time capsules have been used before on this campus to commemorate
anniversaries or celebrate the opening of new buildings. This event promises to be
somewhat unusual. The FHSU time capsule will not contain the commonplace newspapers and speeches which are so often the gifts of the present to the future and which
find their ways into archives and libraries anyway. Instead, as befits a progressive
university, our time capsule will be filled with those expressions of the spirit of the
times which generally get lost in the passage of years, those items which the next
generation will require to evoke the vanished thoughts, aspirations, ideals, and anxieties
of our era. The FHSU time capsule will tell the truth about campus life in 1977.
The capsule itself will be a cylinder six inches in diameter. and eighteen inches in
length, hermetically sealed at the end of today's ceremonies. It will be sunk into the
ground before Forsyth Library at a location fifteen feet due west of the last pillar of
the front portico. A stone, with an appropriate plaque, will mark the time capsule's
resting place. It will be unearthed and opened on June 23, 2002, on the occasion of
the university's centennial.
Presiding at the placement of the time capsule will be Dr. Robert B. Luehrs,
Associate Professor of History. He will be assisted by Nancy D. Rothe, a junior from
Bison. They pledge there will be no human sacrifices.

DO NOT OPEN UNTIL 2002

)
DEDICATION - ALUMNI ASSOCIATION PLAQUES
10:45 A.M. - LIMESTONE LOUNGE- MEMORIAL UNION

In the spring of 1976, the Fort Hays State University Alumni Association commissioned Dale Ficken, associate professor of art, to sculpt four walnut panels which
symbolically illustrate the four awards given annually by the Alumni Association.
Almost a year was, spent by the artist in executing the panels. The Alumni Association
would like to thank those persons and organizations who contributed the panels to the
University. In addition to Ficken they were:
-Dr. and Mrs. Dee B. Mathews
Alumni Achievement Award

-Mr. and Mrs. Duane Eads
Pilot Award

-Mr. and Mrs. Darrell Seibel
Distinguished Service Award

-Tiger Parents Club
Torch Award

)

ABOUT THE ARTIST

..

Dale Ficken received a bachelor of
science degree and a master of science
degree in industrial arts and a master
of arts degree in art from Fort Hays
State University. A native of Bison,
he is widely known and respected in
educational circles. He has exhibited
in art shows extensively and has received numerous awards for his work .
He taught in the public school systems
in Alaska and Kansas before joining
the Fort Hays State University faculty
in September, 1965.

(_

Although Fort Hays State University does not confer honorary degrees, it does have
an awards program administered by the Alumni Association which recognizes outstanding alumni, friends, benefactors, students, and faculty. The Alumni Achievement
Award, recognizing graduates of Fort Hays State, and the Distinguished Service Award,
recognizing friends and benefactors, carry the prestige and esteem accorded by an
honorary degree. The Torch and Pilot awards designate outstanding leadership among
students and faculty.

ALUMNI ACHIEVEMENT AWARD RECIPIENTS
The Alumni Achievement Award, established in 1959, honors graduates who have made
outstanding and unselfish contributions in service to their communities, state or nation as citizens, in
chosen career fields, to the church, and through philanthropic work.

(

1959 Fred W. Albertson, '18
Anne Laughlin, '31

1965 Beatrice L. Williams, '35
Lawrence G. Rarick, '33,
'35

1960 Raymond Darland, '32
Florian Holm, '37
Nita M. Landrum, '26

1966 Viola C. Ames, '37, '39
Vinton D. Carver, '43

1961

Lowell Alexander F rancis,
'35
Mildred War d, '42
Norbert Dreiling, '46

1968 Glenn K . Mowry, '42
Burtis E. Taylor, '38, '39

1973 Emerald V. Dechant, '55
Nadyne Gibson, '35, '36
Chester T. Mitchell, '3 8
George E. Omer, Jr., '44
Gerald Tomanek, '42, '47
Robert E . Schmidt, '50

1969 Donald M. Gamet, '38
Geneva Herndon, '24
Keith G. Sebelius, '41

1974 John Hemphill, '41
Robert Roth, '54
Richard Zinszer, '31

1970 Paul C. Kennedy, '42, '50
Allen P. Mitchem, '40
1971 William E. Lusk, '39, '39
James W. McGrath, '33

1975 Byron 0. Blair, '47, '48
Cecil B. Currey, '58, '59
Joel C. Moss, '38
Blaine R . Roberts, '66

1972 Pete Haas, '38
Rev. Wilbur DeYoung, '39
Helen Danfer Francis, '35

1976 C. Wayne Cook, '40
William H. Dunn, ' 29
Robert W. Helman, ' 40

1967 Glenn C. Archer, '23, '34
Maurice E. Faulkner, '32

Zelma Jane Felten, '39
Omer G. Voss, '37
Alan C. Rankin, '37

1962 Nellie Mc Vey Kuska, '10
Robert H. Jennison, '35
George F. Sternberg; '33
1963 Dorothy Voss Cleland,
'23, '25
Boyd McCandless, '36
1964 John Barkley, '39
Vernon Stutzman, ' 41

THE DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD
The Distinguished Service Award, established in 1974, honors friends and benefactors of the
University who have demonstrated a continuing concern for humanity on a universal, national, state
or community level; who support spiritual, cultural and educational objectives; and who endorse
and exemplify the highest standards of character and personal attributes.
1974 Donald P . Doane

197 6 William D. Moreland

THE PILOT AWARD
The Pilot Award, established in 1974, serves as a significant honor among. teaching faculty.
Graduating seniors are given an opportunity to express personal recognition and gratitude to those
who commit themselves as educators, counselors and friends.
1974 Lorraine Machan
Dan Rupp

1976 Maxine Hoffman
Robert Dressler

1975 Rose Arnhold
Harold D. Choguill

1977 Clarice Peteete
Alex Francis

THE TORCH AWARD
The Torch Award, established in 1974, recognizes an outstanding senior man and woman each
year. Leadership, high personal standards, and scholarship qualifications noted by teaching faculty
serve as basic criteria in the selection of Fort Hays State graduates.
1974 Cynthia M. Hartman
Marcus Bassett

1976 Barbara Brockelman
John Dorsch

1975 Kathy Bahner
Rick Kellerman

1977 Matasha Otte
Richard Bauer
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DEDICATION - PRESIDENTS' PORTRAITS
11:15 A.M. ---LIMESTONE LOUNGE-MEMORIAL UNION
•
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Since its inception, the University has been fortunate to grow and prosper under
the direction of seven outstanding men. The first was William S. Picken who took a
fledgling "high school" and turned it into a college. The second was William A. Lewis
who guided what was probably the greatest physical and curricular growth of the
school. Following his footsteps was Clarence E. Rarick who, because of economic
conditions, may have fought the worst battles of all the presidents. Next came Dr. L.
D. Wooster who watched enrollment hit "rock" bottom during World War II then return to a pattern of gratification. The fifth president, Dr. M. C. Cunningham, spent an
eventful 20 years at the helm of a growing school. His leadership role was assumed by
Dr. John W. Gustad who, after realigning the administrative and academic structure of
the college, was forced by illness to an early retirement. The seventh president, Dr.
Gerald W. Tomanek, was named by the Board of Regents in January, 1976, and in
April, 1977, saw one of his many dreams for this institution come true: Fort Hays
Kansas State College became Fort Hays State University.

William S. Picken
1902-1913

William A. Lewis
1913-1933

Dr. M.C. Cunningham
1949-1969

Dr. Clarence E. Rarick
1933-1941

Dr. John W. Gustad
1969-1975

Dr. Lyman D. Wooster
1941-1949

Dr. Gerald W. Tomanek
1976-

)
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The menu for today's buffet luncheon includes roast beef, scalloped chicken, p
buttered carrots, au gratin potatoes, tossed green salad, dressing, coleslaw, fruit gelatin,
cottage cheese, apple pie, dinner rolls, coffee, tea, or milk. Dr. John D. Garwood, )
Dean of Instruction, will share some thoughts with the luncheon participants and a
re lica of a stone school house
· _ oo
·
d to the FHSU campus will be
'on display. Dr. Allan Miller, Chairman of the Schoolhouse Search C
· :e,...willgiY.a.
• a short talk about the building. Luncheon ~ usic will be provided by organist Mac Reed
·and by a barbershop quartet, "The Fort Hays Four."

--

(
This program is three-fold. President G. W. Tomanek will first introduce some of
today's special guests. Then, the seventh president of the 75-year-old university will
present his thoughts and reflections on one of his greatest loves ... his alma mater ...
this university. Following the president's address, a new multi-media production
depicting the history of the university will be shown.

A reception in honor of 75 years of education and service by Fort Hays State
University and to all those who have had something to do with those many years will
officially cap the day's activities. The FHSU Faculty Wives are hosting and have a large
birthday cake and cool, tasty drinks ready for the crowd that has so graciously chosen
to be a part of this historical day.

While you are enjoying this historical day, please enjoy the melodious sounds of
our new carillon which will be playing during the reception. The carillon is a gift
from our wonderful friends John and Margaret Moore of Hill City. The University's
music department programmed today's concert.

The quietness of the land of buffalo,
antelope, and an occasional Indian was
broken first by a few
courageous
dreamers heading West. They camped
in the purplish twilight that was cast
upon the short grass of the Great Plains.
Then they moved on westward in quest
of a vision. In a few years they were
followed by other men of vision, men
who had dreams of binding the nation
with ribbons of iron and steel. The
dreamers were protected by the soldiers
of the United States Army.
One group of these soldiers was stationed at Fort Fletcher, Kansas, to
protect the advancing workers of the
Kansas Pacific Railroad as well as the
travelers along the Smoky Hill Trail and
the stages and wagons of the Butterfield
Overland Dispatch. Fort Fletcher was
located at the confluence of Big Creek
and its North Fork. A flood forced the
abandonment of the site, and a new post
was established in July, 1867, about
fifteen miles west on a high rise overlooking Big Creek. The new post was
called Fort Hays.
Nearly six years later another man of
vision arrived on the windswept plains of
Kansas and established himself on the
frontier community of Hays City, a
boisterous, hard-drinking, vice-filled town.
The man was Martin Allen, and he came
from Ohio. Hays City was on the verge
of becoming a settled community. Allen
was one of the people who helped transform the town.
Martin Allen surveyed homesteads and
sold railroad land, but he also had a
vision of what Hays City and Western
Kansas could become. He had a firm
faith in the value of education, and he
believed that Western Kansas could be
made productive if current and future
settlers could be trained to make the
land blossom. Recognizing the needs of
Western Kansas and sensing the eventual
abandonment of Fort Hays because of
the cessation of Indian hostilities, Allen
began a campaign to prove to all who
would listen that the military post should
be used "for the endowment of a school
and an experiment station for the promotion of agriculture, horticulture, and
forestry."

The Stars and Stripes were lowered by
the military at Fort Hays for the last
time in 1889. Kansans could not decide
what they wanted to do with the post if
the state received the land, but neither
could the federal government as the land
was opened for homesteading, and then
closed. After several attempts, legislation
passed the Kansas legislature and the
United States Congress to turn the land
of the military post over to the State of
Kansas for industrial purposes. President
William S. McKinley signed the bill on
March 28, 1900, to give the land to the
State of Kansas to establish a school and
an experiment station, a plan that was
similar to that proposed in the 1870's
by Martin Allen.
The State of Kansas accepted the
land on February 26, 1901, and on
March 1, 1901, the Western Branch of
the State Normal School of Emporia
was authorized by law. Conflicts over
land ownership, buildings in disrepair,
and lack of money were some of the
problems that had to be overcome before
classes started.
William S. Picken was appointed principal of the Western Branch in the early
spring of 1902. He worked hard to get
the buildings ready for classes, and on
June 23, 1902, thirty-five years after the
American flag was first raised over Fort
Hays, Picken convened the first class.
There were 34 students the first day and
they were taught by Picken and Miss
Anna Keller.

(

Controversy soon surfaced over the
permanent location
of the campus.
Picken selected the high ground where
the military buildings were located, but
other views prevailed and Picken Hall,
the first permanent building, was built
on the flats just north of Big Creek.
Picken was not satisfied with his
school at the time. He did not like it as
just a branch of the Normal School. He
traveled extensively to sell the school to
Western Kansas and asked the frontier
families to send their sons and daughters
to Hays to the Normal School.
Picken saw what the school could
become; he had a vision of greater
things. The high school curriculum of the
first years was expanded in 1905 when
the first college courses were added. By
1908, life certificates were granted. By
1910, the curriculum had expanded until
it was possible to earn a Bachelor of
Arts degree in education. Picken in a
short period had taken the school from a
high school to a college. The enrollment
had increased from 34 to 501.
William Alexander Lewis took the
reins of the school in 1913. He was the
first President, and in 1914, the school
was given a new name- Fort Hays Kansas
Normal School-and-its independence.
It was now left to the leaders of the
College, the faculty, and the people of
Western Kansas to make out of this
school what they wished.

Lewis proved to be hardworking, but
he also proved to be a dreamer, a man
with a vision. He had a vision of how
the buildings were to be arranged, what
the curriculum should be, and how the
College could contribute to the development of Western Kansas. He worked to
fulfill his dream.
The buildings he
envisioned were built during his tenure.
The curriculum was developed so that
most of the degrees offered today were
approved while he was President. Fort
Hays began to provide many services to
Wes tern Kansas. All the faculty had
degrees.
It was also during Lewis' administration that the school name was changed to
Kansas State Teachers College in 1923
and to Fort Hays Kansas State College in
1931. The last name reflected the new
status of the College as a liberal arts as
well as teachers training College. The
name change also reflected the enlarged
function of the college as a service
institution to Western Kansas.
The "Great Depression" proved an
immense challenge for Clarence E. Rarick,
the second President. The enrollment
was slowly climbing, despite the depression, and 636 students enrolled in the
fall of 1933. Rarick's greatest struggle
was to preserve the dream and visions of
his predecessors in the face of economic
adversity. The native Kansan was well
prepared for the struggle, and he fought
to develop new programs, to complete
the buildings that were planned, to
attract students, and to seek sources of
financial aid so as to provide an education for any Western Kansas student who
was willing to work for a degree. The
curriculum was revised, the Lewis Field
project was initiated, and the campus
beautified during Rarick 's administration.
The fall enrollment during his last year
was 1,094.
Dark war clouds were gathering across
Europe when Lyman Dwight Wooster
became the third President. The College
was already training civilian pilots in
1940.
Soon the campus would be
stripped of its male students. There
were 1,029 students in the fall of 1941.
The number had declined to 24 7 by the
spring of 1944.
(Continued on next page)

The students returned to campus after
World War II. By 1949, the enrollment
had reached 1,023 nearly equal with the
prewar high.
The campus changed
rapidly as the veterans returned. Students pushed baby buggies in the enrollment lines, and infant sons and daughters
watched their fathers perform on the
gridiron and the hardwood. As with
President Wooster and previous Presidents, and as students before them, these
postwar students had dreams. Some of
these dreams were recently formed in the
minds o{ the seventeen year olds, but
other dreams were born in foxholes and
in aircraft during combat. Fort Hays
State gave them all, the bright-eyed
youngsters and the battle-scarred veterans,
the opportunity to make their visions a
reality.
A new President arrived on campus in
the midst of this changing time. Morton
Christy Cunningham came in the late
summer of 1949. He was to guide Fort
Hays State through the next twenty
years. The College continued its growth
during those years. All the buildings
were remodeled, and many were added.
The teacher training program and the
Psychological Service Center were expanded as Fort Hays continued to expand
its services to meet the needs of Western
Kansas. Radio and television were added
to its curriculum as Fort Hays kept pace
with the times.
Student enrollment
spiraled during the Cunningham years.
There were 3,889 students in 1963, and

there w , ) 5,286 enrolled during President Cunningham's last fall semester.
The nation was torn over the Vietnamese War and the previous Presidential
election when John W. Gustad became
President. Student upheavals and challenges to the established ways characterized the social and educational milieu of
the time. President Gustad was a prenoted academician, and he, like his
predecessors, had a vision of what Fort
Hays was to be.
He realigned the
administrative structure of the College,
he modified the curriculum, and he
fought to upgrade the faculty as well as
their salaries. His vision for an even
greater Fort Hays State was thwarted by
economic difficulties. Illness forced him
to resign in June, 1975.
The nation's wounds were beginning
to heal and economic stability was returning to Kansas and the nation when
the Kansas Board of Regents announced
its selection of the sixth PresidentGerald W. Tomanek. A native Kansan,
President Tomanek has been associated
with Fort Hays for nearly one-half its
existence. He shares many of the dreams
and visions of predecessors, and he has
added his own. One of those dreams was
for Fort Hays State to become a university. President Tomanek worked hard
to make that dream come true, and on
April 21, 1977, Fort Hays Kansas State
College became Fort Hays State University.
James L. Forsythe
Professor of History
Chairman of the Department

UNIVERSITY ANTHEM
On the plains of Western Kansas
Stands a school we all love well.
'Twas built by the toil of our fathers;
To its glory our voices swell
In the years that lie before us
We foresee our land's many needs.
Through the efforts of new generations,
We'll go on to more noble deeds.

CHORUS
Hail to old Fort Hays State!
Let your voices ring.
Praise for the Black and Gold
We will ever sing.
Long may our valor last
Through the future days,
Hon 'ring and praising
Dear Fort Hays

Dr. Gerald W. Tomanek, President
Fort Hays State University
Robert L. Lowen, Chairman
Director of Information Services
and Professor of Journalism
Kent Collier
Executive Secretary, Endowment Association
Ann Gustad
Student Representative

rznth
}\nni'Jersar)'
Steering
committee

Mary Larson
Alumni Representative
Lois Lee Myerly
Administrative Assistant to the President
Dr. Robert L. Luehrs
Associate Professor of History
Ronald Pflughoft
Executive Assistant to the President
Sally Ward
Executive Secretary, Alumni Association
Dr. Clair Wilson
Alumni Representative

